














telling an anecdote

A 2.15 Listen to someone telling an anecdote
about an experience. Then work in pairs and talk about
what happened. Try to remember as many details as
possible. Use these questions to help you.
1 Where did the story happen?
2 What happened when Lily went to get her car?

What did she do?
4 How did the story end?

B Listen again and number these phrases in the order
you hear them.

The most awful thing happened to me the other day!
So what happened?

What did you do?

Really?

I'm getting therel!

Oh, no!

That's terrible!

So then what did you do?
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Match the phrases in Exercise B with their functions below.

introduces an anecdote

encourages the speaker to continue
expresses disbelief or surprise

tells the speaker not to be impatient
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D Think of an experience that you or someone you know had. Think
about how you would answer the questions below to help you prepare to
tell your anecdote.

When and where did it happen?

Who was there?

What happened first?

What happened next?

How did the situation end?

How would you describe the experience in general?
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E Work in pairs. Tell your anecdote. As you
listen to your partner’s anecdote, ask questions

HOW ARE YOU DOING?

and make comments. Use some of the Think about your speaking and tick the
expressions from Exercise B. statements that are true.

| feel confident ...
F u.é' Find a new partner and tell your O telling an anecdote about an experience.
anecdote again. () expressing disbelief and surprise.

O encouraging someone to continue speaking.
How do you feel about your speaking generally?
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Very confident  Notsure ... Need to practise
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